Acute hepatitis after autologous stem cell transplantation and rapid progression to liver cirrhosis.
A 51-year-old woman was diagnosed with a diffuse cerebral large cell lymphoma. During the period of a combined chemotherapy followed by autologous stem cell transplantation with multiple blood donations, an acute hepatitis without hepatitis C antibodies was diagnosed. Liver biopsy showed steatohepatitis, initially thought to be related to chemotherapy. Sixteen months after the transplantation, liver cirrhosis appeared with circulatory bypass. Retrospectively, testing of serum samples showed a hepatitis C infection. Infection with the hepatitis C virus (HCV) from a blood donation was excluded through retrospective testing for HCV-RNA of blood donors. Finally, the cause of infection remained elusive. Hepatitis serology is not a reliable test under immunosuppressive therapy. The course of progression to liver cirrhosis in the presented short period of 22 months after HCV infection is remarkable and has - to our knowledge - not been reported in literature before.